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Peptide against SARS-CoV-2 Spike S2 subunit

◼ COVID-19 remains a major infectious disease burden worldwide. 
Development of effective therapeutics for high-risk populations, 
including immunocompromised patients, remains an important 
challenge.

◼ New approach is needed to develop antiviral drugs effective 
against any new strains emerging in the future.
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◼ Originality/Advantages: In contrast to the limitation of the 
approved anti-SARS-CoV-2 Spike antibodies, this peptide is 
effective against all SARS-CoV-2 variants tested so far, including 
the latest circulating strains. It targets a novel and highly 
conserved region in the SARS-CoV-2 Spike.

◼ Modality: peptide

◼ Development stage: Evaluated in cell and animal infection 
models. Phase I clinical trial completed with favorable results.

◼ Target pathogen: SARS-CoV-2

◼ Brief description: Novel target in a SARS-CoV-2 protein. 
Enhanced efficacy in combination with approved anti-SARS-
CoV-2 drugs. High tolerability in healthy volunteers.

◼ Principal Investigator: Koichi Watashi

◼ Co-Investigator: Hirofumi Ohashi

◼ Affiliation: Department of Drug Development

◼ Collaborative partner: Yes (Company)
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◼ Drug candidate selected, Phase I clinical trial completed

◼ Proceeding toward further clinical development
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【Therapeutics】： Priority infectious disease / SARS-CoV-2 
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