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Broad-spectrum antiviral agents with a new target

◼ As hemorrhagic fever causes a big clinical and social impact, 
development of therapeutics is an urgent need. However, there 
is no approved drug against Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever.

◼ Development of new antiviral drugs or of the therapeutics that 
increases the efficacy of the WHO-recommended drug candidate 
is demanded.

◼Research ideas / Technologies

◼Future plans

◼Research outline

◼ Originality/Advantages: Having antiviral activity against all 
viruses tested so far, through a distinct standard antiviral 
strategy. Aiming to develop as an antiviral agent effective to all 
virus classes for future pandemic preparedness.

◼ Modality: small molecule

◼ Development stage: Evaluated mainly in cell culture models 
infected with wide range of virus classes. Evaluated in SARS-
CoV-2-infected mouse model.

◼ Target pathogen: coronaviruses, poxviruses, nairoviruses, 
flaviviruses (dengue, Zika, Japanese encephalitis), etc. All viruses.

◼ Brief description: Targeting a host factor uncharacterized as 
drug target.

◼ Characterization of the breadth of antiviral activity. Compound 
optimization.

◼ Seeking partners to accelerate further development. Detailed 
information can be shared upon request. Planning to submit 
Intellectual Property.

◼Background / Subject

【Therapeutics】：Priority infectious disease / Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever virus

◼Researcher Information
◼ Principal Investigator: Koichi Watashi

◼ Co-Investigator: Hirofumi Ohashi

◼ Affiliation: Department of Drug Development

◼ Collaborative partner: No (seeking partners)
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