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Antiviral compound against Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever

◼ As hemorrhagic fever causes a big clinical and social impact, 
development of therapeutics is an urgent need. However, there 
is no approved drug against Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever.

◼ Development of new antiviral drugs or of the therapeutics that 
increases the efficacy of the WHO-recommended drug candidate 
is demanded.

◼Research ideas / Technologies

◼Future plans

◼Research outline

◼ Originality/Advantages: We identified an antiviral candidate 
against Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever virus among approved 
drugs. Taking advantage of approved drugs with established 
safety profile enables the rapid development of an antiviral 
therapy.

◼ Modality: small molecule (approved drug)

◼ Development stage: Evaluated in cell and mouse models 
infected with a surrogate virus.

◼ Target pathogen: Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever virus

◼ Brief description: Antiviral activity of an approved drug for 
another disease. In addition, other compounds targeting the 
same molecule with higher potency can be also developed.

◼ Further validation of the therapeutic efficacy of the identified 
approved drug

◼ Development of new drug targeting the same protein with high 
potency. Seeking industry partners to accelerate further 
development. Detailed information can be shared upon request.

◼Background / Subject

【Therapeutics】：Priority infectious disease / Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever virus

◼Researcher Information
◼ Principal Investigator: Koichi Watashi

◼ Co-Investigator: Takeshi Morita

◼ Affiliation: Department of Drug Development

◼ Collaborative partner: Yes (Company)
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